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t Os asituatipm-so
what do we do about 1t?

Pioneering study aims
to discover the truth
behind an i
blighting a community

ZERO

WASTE
SCOTLAND

P

t South Seeds,
wondering why there is so
much flytipping in Govanhill,
especially down the back lanes;
So we were very excited when Zero
Waste Scotland gave us some money to
find out,writes Sue Reid Sexton
We decided to do this by looking at
one block with a lane, the one we know
best, where we built a community garde
(see the back page). Over the growing ¢
season we had seen rubbish lying aroung =2
for weeks near the community garden. g
We wanted to check out how rubbish
gets there and how it leaves and what ar
the factors which influence this. ObviousIE*
the best thing to do was to ask everyone
involved what they thought, and in Janua
2015 thatds exactl
The block is bounded by Victoria Road
Dixon Avenue, Westmoreland Street and
Allison Street, On Allison Street there arg
low buildings housing businesses and
through a locked gate you can see the Dixon Avenue. Then we checked the size and layout of experiences of the lane, about what they
lane. The rest of the block is made up of We spoke to 60 residents and the bins and took note of doors and gatesinderstood about waste collection in this
tenements, all of which are three storeysshopkeepers, and interviewed people t hat di dndt wor k b areapwha they thbughs of thedlaneeand h e
high. On Victoria Road the ground floorsfrom cleansing, environmental health angbractical things residents are dealing witlwhether they had ideas about why there

are all shops and there is also a pub on all the other agencies which might be ablevery day. is so much waste in it. What you hold in

the corner of Westmoreland Street and to shine a light on this messy problem.  We talked to people about their your hand is the result of all this.
Reduce, reuse, recycl e-weéreallrconsumers, and we alicpioducekvasiet Then what@  if t
We bring stuff into our house, use it, do next. be kept clean and tidy in order to avoid know it as long as the rubbish is in the

drink it or eat it. AlImost everything All small household rubbish including rats. The bins should be able to shut right place.

arrives in packaging of some kind which from the kitchen should be put into over completely. Almost everyone we asked knew how

we then need to throw away. At some plastic bags, preferably black bin bags, = No rubbish should ever be left sticking the system works, yet most of the bin
point we throw away the item itself too, and then into the green wheelie bins in out the bins or on the ground. Extra slabsreas showed that these procedures were

usually when itds yoarbatkcaun.t , br ok en o have been provided outside the shelter not being fully followed.
outlived its usefulness. Or we eat the All the flats in this lane have access to for blue recycling bins. For an uplift of | afpger
contents and chuck the rest. their back courts and in the back courts  The collection day in our lane is put items on the slabs by bin shelters and

Then comes the tricky part. Putting  there are bin shelters. The bins should b&/ednesday. Most people in our survey report by calling 0141 287 9700 or at
aside how to r ecyc putinto tieshele.sThewheltets shoubddd i dndt know t hat, bwwgladgdwaggv.uldrecycing. need |t o

PRODUCED BY SOUTH SE EDS, 168 BUTTERBIGGINS ROAD, GLASGOW G42 7AL,

IN ASSOCIATION WITH ZERO WASTE SCOTLAND. FOR MORE INFORMATIO N TELEPHONE 0141 636 3959, ﬁ%glg
— EMAIL INFO@SOUTHSEEDS.ORG, OR VISIT WWW.SOUTHSEEDS.ORG. SCOTLAND
GROWING A GREENER CHECK US OUT ON FACE BOOK.COM/SOUTHSEEDS OR @SOUTHSEEDS
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Hussain and Maliha Momand

Hussain Momand is an electroechanical two children like it. They have been in thedoor has no handle on the outside so it where every village hasraairiewho

engineer specialising in drilling, oil and UK for five years so it feels like home. candt be cl osed pr &mesrelegyyonevdne averyyhimgigoihgeom v
modern industrial greenhouses. He and hisBut Hussain is embarrassed to bring  He is sad to be bringing up his childrenin Hus sai nds Engl i sh i
wife Maliha have lived in their flat for threériends home, especially in the evening this environment. a lot of books on politics, technology and
years. A friend suggested they come heravhen there are people smoking hash in  In the Netherlands, there was a systemhistory. He also volunteers for the British

to seek work when Hussain lost his job inthe close. There are signs it is used as a of house management that Hussain thinkéleart Foundation. We suggested he

the Netherlands because of the recessiortoilet occasionally too, usually by people is good. Each block has a housemaster become a neighbourhood improvement
Hussain would like to move again as he from a nearby pub. Last year he found who oversees everything to do with the volunteer (see page 4) to help clean up the
hasndt found wor k [s@Eneame sleéping therei The frant dlose baildirth- a bit like the French system area, and he liked that idea a lot.

0l magine the despair at

seeing all your good :

work wrecked so quickly ) 51 8ve |ived
by other peopl ed more than 70
Mr D has been in the UK for 16 years and Nan has probably lived in this block
has lived in his current flat with his wife longer than anyone else, certainly for
and two little boys for eight months. He more than 70 years. She moved to
will move house as soon as he is able. Govanhill when she was five and to
His close is one of the worst in the block. her current home when she was12.
When our interviewer first visited, the Apart from a short period elsewhere,
back court was full of old furniture, she has been there ever since. She
carpets, bottles and burst bags of rubbish. says the area used to be quite well off
There was an area which was thick with and that the gap on Westmoreland
discarded babiesé nappies. It was a Street which is now a temporary
complete health hazard. garden used to be the Hampden

Because Mr D seemed so nervous 6p_i cture housed or

about talking to me, | didndt believe him at Fiveyearold Nan went to
first when he said hedd cleaned up the Cuthbertson Primary School, except
back court only two weeks previously. the teachers were very strict and

But as he began to relax, | saw that he everyone had to call it James Neilson
was telling me the truth. (This was later Cuthbertson School, which was its
confirmed by neighbours opposite who proper name. Sheds
had seen him hard at work.) You can changes since then but can also tell
imagine his despair at seeing the you lots about the history of the area,
backcourt wrecked so quickly. He also especially the stories behind the
said hedd moved the bins outside the names of some of the streets.

shelter to make it easier for people to uselay there. Later that day we passed himourselves. What had actually happened Nan has been trying to get the back
them, but this had made no difference. | n t he street . 0T hwaspeopedram otherbleseshadi d , courts and the lane cleared up for

We gave him numbers to phone about  grinning from ear to ear. complained about the mess, nine years. She has attended lots of
getting the mess sorted. 01 didndt phone an Envimmneral Healts ad liten called, t f o W‘EEW?S' telephoned and written to

The next day our interviewer came  y ou had. 6 and a statutory order placed on the cotincillors, and called the community
down the lane to get some photos of the ' Another of his neighbours passed and owners and landlords in that close. The relations officer whenever she sees
mess and was amazed and delighted to gave us a cheery wave. timing was pure coincidence. fly-tipping. She was particularly proud
find that it had all gone, or nearly. There ~ \we were impressed with how quickly ~ This was four weeks ago at the time of of her back court garden which she
was still some broken glass which wouldthe council had moved. But this was ~ writing and so far the level of mess has looked after for years and used to
have made it unsaf gefofeWéundédrstood hesysemy S  hoPreturned. have lots of beautiful roses.
. ; Mr X showed us photos of his flat after hisvas done by the council cleansing on severatlawful. This happened three times in eight

Mr X prlvate Iandlord tenants had left. All the windows had been occasions and the owners were billed. Mr Xmonths during which he received no rent.

broken over the time they had been there, paid these charges for a few months and They finally left when they realised he had
There is no social housing around the lanéncluding the glass panel on the front door. tried to persuade his tenants to use the binsioticed their gas had been tampered with and

Of our study, about 40% were owner The white top of the cooker was so filthy it This made no difference. He then refused tthe supply was not running through the
occupiers and 60% renting from private  was black. All the radiators had been pullechay the council for the cleanps and was  meter.
landlords. One resident said her landlord off the wall with extensive water damage adaken to court and fined for noipayment. Mr X said he had been powerless to

was O6greatd and h adaresdthstermntshhdynot useddhe birsr Mt e s t enant sd s p onkimtainlhis propery or Bis ltatckeoartand
for her, so she was staying. But private  for their rubbish preferring instead to simplyhis tenants notice to quit and says he followdthd been penalised on their behalf, as if he
landlords vary greatly. We were unable to eject unwanted items out the window. As aall the legal requirements. But as eviction had some control over what they did. He
speak to a landlord in our block, but did result, the back court frequently became  drew near they said they had not understoodays the close door is also broken and that
find one in a neighbouring street. His storyunsanitary and the subject of several they were being evicted, despite interpretershe has tried to fix it several times. He does
shows how hard being a landlord can be. statutory orders to clean it. The cleaning being involved. His eviction was ruled most of the repairs himself.
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