
 

S 
outh Seedsõ Urban 
Croft is a community 

growing space, situated 
on a former tennis 

court on the edge of Queenõs 

Park recreation ground.  

   With ever increasing interest 

in ôgrow-your-ownõ, and 

allotment waiting lists of up to 
eight years, the croft provides  

an alternative, aimed at giving 

people the opportunity to learn 
how to start producing food in 

their own community. At the 
site, local residents take 

ownership of a small raised bed 
for the course of a growing 

season, with access to expert 

guidance and regular garden-

support sessions and workshops. 

   During the year theyõve not 

only developed gardening skills, 
but have been encouraged  

to seek out sites in their 
neighbourhoods where they 

can continue producing 

vegetables after their season  

at the croft is over. Many of 

the crofters now want to 
utilise unused spaces in their 

area and convert them to food 

production, bringing a welcome 
touch of greenery into the city 

at the same time. 

   Alongside the projectõs 
environmental principles, the 

site is a friendly community 
space and composting centre 

for the crofters, with compost 

bays ð built from reclaimed 
materials ð diverting kitchen 

and garden waste from landfill 

and converting it into a fertile 
growing medium for the plots. 

All plot holders sign up to use 

organic methods and materials 
at the site where possible, 

working with the wildlife on 

site instead of against it. The 

croft is therefore a haven  
for all manner of creatures, 

with a wild area designed for 

garden-friendly insects,  

frogs, hedgehogs and birds.  
   Above all, the Urban Croft  

is a vibrant space for crofters 
and volunteers to meet in a 

friendly, encouraging 
environment and practise their 

gardening skills. New faces are 

always welcome, either to 
muck in with the gardening  

or for a cup of tea and a chat. 

Produced by South Seeds, 168 Butterbiggins Road, Glasgow G42 7AL.  
South Seeds would like to thank Glasgow City Council for its generous funding support of the Urban Croft.  

For more information telephone South Seeds on 0141 636 3959, email info@southseeds.org,  
visit www.southseeds.org, or check us out on Facebook.com/SouthSeeds or @SouthSeeds on Twitter. 

South Seeds is a Scottish charitable incorporated organisation, registered in Scotland (number SC042244) 
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Itõs much more than just 

a garden, says project 

officer Louis Kitchen 

10 steps to success 
 ̧How, what, when, who and where ð  

the answers to all of your crofting 

questions and queries. Page 2  

Good neighbours 
 ̧Site partners Queenõs Park Bowling 

Club and Locavore and their growing 

relationships with South Seeds. P2&6 

Me and my plot 
 ̧Six Urban Croft plot holders reveal 

what the project and the skills theyõve 

developed mean to them. P4&5 

The Urban Croft: a great idea 

thatõs grown as weõve gone along 

Urban Croft special edition 

URBAN CROFT  

The winner  

of an It's Your 

Neighbourhood 

2015 ô
Thrivi

ngõ 

award ð a national 

honour from Keep 

Scotland Beautiful  



 

How do I get a plot?  

Contact South Seeds on  
0141 636 3959 or email 

info@southseeds.org for an 

application form. You need  
to live within 20 minutesõ walk  

and have a commitment to 

come to garden regularly.   
What do I do once  

Iõve got one?  

Weõll have an induction session. 
Youõll find your plot and can 

begin to fill it with fruit, edible 

flowers or vegetables. You have 
access to the plot whenever you 

like from March to November.  

How much does it cost?  

Having a plot is free.  

Just bring seeds and yourself. 

Do I need special equipment?  
No. We provide gardening 

equipment. You only need 
outdoor clothes and  

sturdy footwear.  

How much help is there?  

We run regular sessions with 

advice about growing. Weõre 

available by phone or email. 

Occasionally we hold specialist 
workshops about things  

such as composting, wildlife  

or building a raised bed.  
We have plot holdersõ meetings 

for suggestions or concerns. 

Who else is doing it  

and will I fit in?  
Everyone is welcome. Some 

have no experience and others 

lots, but want to build specialist 

skills. They all want to learn so 
if you do too youõll fit right in. 

Itõs a friendly community with 

everyone sharing skills and 

knowledge, and no pressure.  

What if I canõt manage it?  

We hope you consider this 

before applying, but we  
know circumstances change. 

Just tell us and weõll reallocate 
your plot. Or ask for help and 

weõll try to help you keep going.  

Is it safe? 

Yes. We take safety very 

seriously. Weõll show you how 
to use specialist tools. Thereõs 

also a high fence and a locked 
gate. We ask you to be sensible 

about who you bring in.  

How much can I grow in 

this small space?  
Youõll be surprised. Some  

plot holders even felt they  

had surplus. It depends what 
youõre growing. Some plants 

use lots of space, others very 

little. We can help you plan.   
What would be the best 

things to grow?  

What do you like to eat?  

Start there. Salad vegetables  
can be cut and come again, 

plants that grow vertically, such 
as peas and beans, and plants 

that grow in one season. 

Your croft questions answered 
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Welcome to Queenõs Park Bowling Club 

WHY not learn a new sport and make  

new friends at one of the premier bowls 
clubs on the southside? Club president  

Frank McKenna extends a warm welcome  

to anyone interested in finding out more 
about the club, which will celebrate its 150th 

anniversary in 2017. With more than 150 

members playing in gentsõ and ladiesõ leagues, 

competitions and friendlies, the club also 

offers a range of facilities and benefits 

including: ̧  Learn free of charge with their 
three qualified coaches ̧ Two quality greens, 

a function hall, bar, and an annexe with two 

snooker tables ̧  Open all year round with a 
full events programme including carpet bowls, 

line dancing and weekly quiz nights, plus 

dances, cabarets and annual Burns supper and 
Hogmanay parties ̧ For more information 

visit www.queensparkbowlingclub.co.uk, call 

0141 423 0152, or drop in for a friendly chat 

to 381 Langside Road, G42 8DA. 

New applicants for membership who  
are new to the game and approved at 

interview will be offered their first season's 

membership and coaching for only £20 per 

year ð a huge saving of £130  

mailto:info@southseeds.org


From barren beginnings ... 

Take one piece of land, a host of happy volunteers, and see how a project can take off 

T 
he plot holders at  

the Urban Croft are  
a diverse and talented 

bunch of people. 
Some of them came to this 

project with a bit of gardening 
experience, a couple of folk 

came with a lot, but most 

people had not gardened 
beyond their window boxes ð 

and some not even that. The 
one thing that the crofters have 

in common is their enthusiasm 

for learning about gardening.  

   òGardening really is infectious 
once you get the bug,ó says  

plot holder Rosie.  

   Thirty five applications were 
handed in to South Seeds but 

there were only 24 plots 
available. This meant some 

tough decisions for the  

South Seeds board. What was 
clear from the applications  

was that gardening wasnõt the 
only thing that interested  

those whoõd got in touch. Many 

people expressed an interest in 

being part of a community ð at 

the croft certainly, but also 
within the area. Several  

people were new to the 
neighbourhood and hoped to 

make new friends. And, just  

like in the locality, many 
countries are represented at 

the croft, including people from 
Scotland, England, Sweden, 

Poland and Germany.    

   òIõm new here and  
I didnõt know anyone on the  

croft,ó recalls Brian. òNow  

I know everyone.ó 

   Many young families were 
keen for their kids to be 

outdoors and making the 
connection between their  

food and where it comes from. 
So the benefits of what the 

crofters have learnt can ripple 

out to many other people too. 
òWe feel itõs really important 

to bring up our daughter with 
the values that we recognise 

are embodied in many of the 

community growing projects 
we see around us,ó say Colin 

and Marianne. òIn other words, 
growing and sharing and taking 

care of the neighbourhood we 
live in, learning about the food 

we eat and where it comes 

from ð and we want to be  

part of it.ó  

   Two people had gardened in 

Africa, a couple in Spain. Some 
had been WWOOFing (taking 

advantage of working holidays 
created by the World Wide 

Opportunities on Organic 

Farms network) in Scotland and 
beyond. We also have two 

actual country crofters whoõve 

moved to Glasgow. One extra-

large plot has 10 people on it 
who all work in social care or 

the arts, some of whom aim to 
use their new gardening 

expertise in their work. We 

also have poets, artists, 
musicians, academics and 

medics and, of course, a few 

passionate cooks.  
   Almost all the crofters live  

in tenements and have little or 
no access to growing space. 

Several people mentioned  

their back-court efforts being 
trashed by kids playing. Often 

shared back courts have limited 

sunlight and little space,  

and permission must be 
obtained from up to a dozen 

other families.  

   òIõve had some success with 
broad beans,ó said Jenõs wistful 

application. After her stint at 

the Urban Croft she now says: 

òMy life needs a garden.ó 
   One person sadly dropped 

out of the project but that plot 
was then used for tatties, which 

were in turn cooked by Lisa of 
South Seeds for tattie salad at 

the harvest festival. òYum,ó  

was the general consensus. 

Thereõs always a silver lining.  
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South Seeds volunteers clear 

the site in March 2015 before 
building raised beds and 

filling them with compost  
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Marianne and Colin go to the 

croft every evening after work 

with their daughter, one-year-old 

Sophie. Al
though Sop

hieõs 

grandparents had gardens, 

neither Marianne nor Colin had 

ever done more than weed or 

mow the lawn. 

   òItõs gre
at to lear

n from peo
ple 

in the oth
er plots,ó

 says Coli
n. òHaving

 the plot 

 

has meant various kinds of connection: through 

Locavore we got veg boxes delivered. Since getting 

the plot w
eõve felt 

connected 
to 

the friendly gardening community 

which has grown up. Because of 

the walk there every evening, we 

pass Sophi
eõs nurser

y, the doc
torsõ 

and other places important in 

Sophieõs w
orld, so w

e feel mor
e 

connected to that too. We are 

more aware of our connection to 

the earth 
and where 

our food c
omes from.

ó 
 

   òThe crof
t has help

ed us put 
down roots

 in more 

ways than 
one,ó says

 Marianne. 

Marianne Maxwell, Colin Clark and Sophie 

Janice did an HNC in 
garden design 15 years ago 
but is otherwise self-taught. 
   òI learnt on my feet,ó she says. òI think thatõs the best 
way, by doing. Iõve used my plot to experiment.ó

 
   Janice was treasurer for 
a bee society for a few 
years and also keeps bees 
here. òIõm hoping they are busy pollinating the plants,ó she says. òIõve filled my plot 
with multipurpose plants, 
most of which have 
flowers for bees.ó 

 
   Her plot is therefore 
very colourful and 
attractive. òIõve got borage, which encourages 
strawberries and is good 
for potassium when 

mulched down, and 
calendula, which repels 
insect pests.ó 
   She is disappointed with 
her dwarf French beans, 
which are of the ôSpeedyõ variety. òTheyõve been rather, erm, slow and weak 
but maybe itõs the bad summer, or it may be those 
pesky strawberries sooking 
up all the goodness. But itõs all been a lot of fun.ó

 

Janice Harkey 

This is Stina and baby Gil, with 

their peas. Stina is from Sweden 

and so are the peas, handed down 

for generations by the women of 

her family.  

   òMy g
ran, i

n Swed
en, is

 still
 

growin
g them

,ó say
s Stin

a. òSo
 is 

my mum
. The 

peas w
eõve g

rown 

on the croft will probably not be 

pure a
ny mor

e beca
use th

eyõll 
have 

cross-pollinated with peas on other 

plots,
 but w

eõve k
ept so

me saf
e for 

next year, and the year after. 

There are also some stored in 

Sweden in a scheme to log old 

specie
s of p

lants.
ó

 

   Stina and husband Matt have also 

grown two crops of radishes, some 

carrots and other plants including a 

dwarf sunflower with several 

blooms
. òWeõ

re try
ing to

 cram 

something else into the last few 

weeks before winter. And the croft 

has been a great outdoor place for 

Gil an
d his 

brothe
r Axel

, whoõ
s 

four, 
to exp

lore a
nd pla

y.ó

 

Stina Wirfelt  

After an unhelpful and unfriendly experience with an allotment,  Kyle has been delighted with the warm welcome at the croft.     òI donõt feel intimidated here,ó he 
says. òThereõs always help 

 
from Louis or other plot holders. Everyone learns from one another.ó

    Because itõs a relaxed community 
space heõs felt okay about bringing 
the kids along, usually two nights a week. He has no TV and having the plot has 

encouraged them to do stuff at home for it, such as bringing on seedlings. In fact his daughter Emilia, who is 4½, planted all the peas.      òIõm not sure what Iõll do next,ó 
Kyle says. òIõve made plenty of 
mistakes, like planting too early,  but Iõve got more confidence about 
growing stuff now ð especially about growing organic veg and those little helpful details like clearing round the edge of the plot to deter slugs.ó  

 

Kyle Bettley  

òWeõre trying to 

cram something else 

into the last few 

weeks before winteró 

òItõs great to learn 

from people in the 

other plotsó 

òIõve used  

my plot to 

experimentó 

òIõve got more 

confidence about 

growing stuff nowó 


