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1.1 Introduction Ironside Farrar were commissioned by the community-based Queen®s Park Working Group to 

produce a Development Plan for Queen®s Park and Recreation Grounds, Glasgow. The group 

received Glasgow City Council Area Partnership funding to undertake this work. The Development 

Plan seeks to provide proposals for the sustainable long-term future for the park that is evidence 

based and supported by the local community. The proposals aim to be sensitive to the history of the 

park, and its importance to the people of Glasgow®s Southside in particular.

Phase 1 of the Development Plan project (2024) was associated with gaining greater understanding 

of the park, including the views of users and then developing a framework of themes and supported 

project ideas. 

Phase 2 of the project has explored and articulated the ideas generated into a sustainable 

masterplan that has the potential to be delivered over a period of years, involving continued 

community participation in the design and management process. 



GCC Consultation262



2.1 GCC Consultation

Discussion
As part of the development of the masterplan, there has been continued and positive 

dialogue with Glasgow City Council. This has been to help ensure document produced 

provides a cohesive,  practical vision that both reflects the priorities of community as 

expressed through public consultation together with the strategic framework and 

operational requirements. In addition, discussions have considered potential short and 

mid-term funding opportunities and how they can help realise elements of the masterplan 

The discussions also included knowledge sharing of different community consultations.

Specific discussions with team that had been involved in City Cycle Network / Connecting 

Battlefield / Place Plans and Liveable Neighbourhoods provided an insight into how 

masterplan could reflect and be supportive of these in a co-ordinated matter to achieve 

maximum benefit for the park.

In addition, fruitful discussions were help with Glasgow Building Preservation Trust to gain 

a better understanding of emerging proposals for Glasshouses and how they could link to 

other aspirations and the wider park. 
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3.1  Delivering Themes

Discussion
The Phase 1 report consulted on a hierarchy with an overarching 

statement, four themes and  five policies for each theme.  For Phase 2 

this hierarchy has been extended with four deliverable actions for each 

theme.

This ensures that there are clear strategic aims and objectives that can be 

delivered through either specific projects or through considered management 

associated with understanding the landscape typology of the park.



¯Queen®s Park and Recreation Ground shall be an exceptional, world class, much used and well-loved public park that respects and 

celebrates its heritage whilst also meeting the aspirations of  existing and future generations.°

Provide safe, welcoming 

access into the park from 

adjacent communities.

Encourage active travel 

through key routes within the 

park.

Provide lighting, where 

appropriate to facilitate 

positive and safe use of the 

park.

Ensure that there are a 

variety of spaces that provide 

opportunities for social 

interaction.

Encourage the provision of 

facilities that provide freely 

accessible shelter and  toilet 

provision.

Queen®s Park and 

Recreation Ground shall be 

a welcoming, friendly and 

safe place that invites 

regular use and provides 

enriching experiences.

Queen®s Park and 

Recreation Ground shall be 

a dear green place that 

celebrates the rich and 

diverse heritage of the park 

and its people.

Queen®s Park and 

Recreation Ground shall be 

a resilient, sustainable and 

biodiverse place that can 

be enjoyed by future 

generations.

Queen®s Park and 

Recreation Ground shall be 

a wellbeing place for all 

providing space and 

opportunities for recreation 

and participation. 

Ensure  that the key aspects of 

the designed landscape are 

retained and restored

Ensure that the key views in and 

out of the park are protected and 

enhanced.

Provide opportunities to celebrate 

and interpret the historic and 

cultural heritage value of the park

Ensure that long established, 

popular activities within the park 

continue to flourish.

Provide opportunities for the 

cultural heritage associated with 

park and people to be expressed 

through planting, play, 

interpretation, events and arts.

Remove encroaching,  invasive 

plants and favour planting of climate 

resilient species ² native where 

appropriate.

Provide opportunities for 

environmental education and 

community participation in planting / 

management.

Provide SUDS solutions that reduce 

flood risk and provide habitat 

opportunities.

Ensure that sourcing of construction 

materials for works are sustainable, 

durable and readily repairable.

Encourage sustainable, best 

practice management techniques to 

maximise biodiversity.

Provide opportunities for children®s 

play and education in the widest 

possible context.

Provide opportunities for young 

people to socialise and be physically 

within  the park.

Provide spaces that are as multi-

functional as possible to  maximise 

recreational use throughout the year.

Ensure enclosed quiet, enclosed 

spaces that provide opportunities for 

contemplation are  protected / 

enhanced.

Ensure that the park provides 

opportunities for volunteering, 

training, lifelong learning and helps 

tackle social exclusion.

3.2  Delivering Themes ² Statement and Themes



3.03  Delivering Themes

.

Remove encroaching,  

invasive plants and 

favour planting of 

climate resilient species 

² native where 

appropriate.

Tackle invasive species 

associated with the Wildlife 

and Countryside Act, 

including Himalayan Balsam.

Phased removal and 

targeted replacement of 

invasive / encroaching 

shrubs including laurel and 

rhododendron ponticum with 

diversity of landscape 

shrubs with biodiversity 

interest.

Manage woodland areas to 

remove non-native seedings 

/ young trees and favour 

natives.

Remove Spanish bluebells 

and plant native bluebells 

and other woodland floor 

vegetation.

Provide opportunities for 

environmental education 

and community 

participation in planting / 

management.

Active management of 

wilderness area ² planting of 

natives, removal / 

management of invasive 

species.

Creation of wetland / pond 

to Recreation Ground ² 

including potential pond 

dipping platform.

Active management of 

wildflower grass areas 

including targeted 

introduction of wildflowers, 

planting of yellow rattle etc.

Community management of 

existing orchard planting ² 

including restocking.

Provide SUDS solutions that 

reduce flood risk and 

provide habitat 

opportunities.

Create wildlife pond to 

eastern section of recreation 

ground.

Create areas throughout 

park to catch run-off and 

provide increased habitat.

Create rain gardens / bog 

gardens close to Langside 

Avenue Entrance.

 Minimise additional hard 

landscape space and where 

utilised, for example 

proposed MUGA consider 

use of porous surfaces.

Ensure that sourcing of 

construction materials for 

works are sustainable, 

durable and readily 

repairable.

Continue tradition of utilising 

reclaimed natural stone ² 

setts kerbs etc for path 

works and detailing.

Minimise use of surfacing 

materials with a limited life 

expectancy, or those 

requiring specialist repair..

Consider use of recycled, 

porous and readily 

repairable semi-bound 

surfaces for informal paths 

such as recycled road 

planings.

Favour locally sourced 

materials and ensure highest 

quality environmental 

specifications.

Encourage sustainable, best 

practice management 

techniques to maximise 

biodiversity.

Minimise use of herbicides.

Improve management of 

meadow areas by removing 

arisings, introducing yellow 

rattle and targeted 

wildflower augmentation.

Include community in 

management of landscape 

for bio-diversity ² plug 

planting, control of invasive 

species etc.

Manage existing ponds, 

proposed ponds and 

wetland areas in a manner 

to maximise bio-diversity.

Theme - ¯Queen®s Park and Recreation Ground shall be a resilient, sustainable and biodiverse place that can be enjoyed by future 

generations°.
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.

Provide opportunities for 

children®s play and 

education in the widest 

possible context.

Refurbish / reimagine 

Balvicar Street Play area .

Provide environmental play 

and nature pond to 

Recreation Ground.

Relocate existing toddler 

play close to Pathhead 

Farm.

Provide child friendly 

landscape to south and east 

of ponds including 

reestablishing of existing 

path network.

Provide opportunities for 

young people to 

socialise and be 

physically active within  

the park.

Provide skatepark and 

associated space at 

Recreation Ground.

Provide basketball focused 

MUGA..

Provide mountain bike trail 

to woodland within 

Recreation Ground.

Upgrade cricket square and 

ensure adequate seating 

space adjacent..

Provide spaces that are as 

multi-functional as possible 

to  maximise recreational 

use throughout the year.

Upgrade former pitch and 

putt and remove fencing to 

provide recreational space.

Provide circuit path to 

Recreation Ground.

Ensure that winter use of the 

park ² including sledging is 

considered in any proposals.

 Manage water to reduce 

waterlogging in areas where 

general recreational use is 

concentrated.

Ensure enclosed quiet, 

enclosed spaces that 

provide opportunities for 

contemplation are  

protected / enhanced.

Improve quality of landscape 

associated with upper pond.

Improve spaces associated 

with poetry garden, retaining 

enclosure and ensuring 

adequate seating 

opportunities.

Provide artwork 

interventions / seating and 

landscape improvements 

associated with enclosed 

areas to rear of terrace.

Ensure that informal seating 

is considered in the 

management of wilderness 

area, particularly associated 

with glades and filtered long 

views out of park.

Ensure that the park 

provides opportunities for 

volunteering, training, 

lifelong learning and helps 

tackle social exclusion.

Include community arts 

opportunities associated 

with terrace and spaces to 

the immediate rear of it.

Provide spaces for targeted 

community gardening 

projects ² such as 

restoration of rockery.

Ensure community 

opportunities in 

management of park for bio-

diversity such as native 

planting.

Provide community growing 

space to site of former 

bowling greens and consider 

means to improve orchards.

Theme - ¯Queen®s Park and Recreation Ground shall be a wellbeing place for all providing space and opportunities for recreation 

and participation°.
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Theme - ¯Queen®s Park and Recreation Ground shall be a welcoming, friendly and safe place that invites regular use and provides 

enriching experiences.°

.

Provide safe, welcoming 

access into the park 

from adjacent 

communities.

Improve accessibility 

between Queen®s Park and 

Recreation Ground, 

responding to revised 

junction at South City Way.

Improve access to park from 

Langside Halls / Langside 

Avenues.

Re-establish direct access 

to Recreation Ground from 

Mount Florida and provide 

welcoming access from 

northeast of Recreation 

Ground (Towards Cathcart 

Road).

Improve the access at 

Victoria Road,  including 

improved accessibility and 

consideration of all users.

Encourage active travel 

through key routes 

within the park.

Amend path adjacent to 

eastern Balvicar Road 

entrance to reduce steep 

gradient.

Create additional path 

space at Langside Avenue 

entrance.

Provide cycle parking at key 

destination points including 

play areas, bandstand 

skatepark, tennis courts and 

MUGA.

Provide improved access 

and connectivity associated 

with recently installed on 

planed cycle network, 

associated with South City 

Way / Connecting Battlefield. 

This includes connection 

between Recreation Ground 

and Queen®s Park, Victoria 

Road Entrance, Battle of 

Langside Monument and 

Langside Avenue.

Provide lighting, where 

appropriate to facilitate 

positive and safe use of 

the park.

Ensure adequate lighting of 

skatepark (including 

assessment of existing 

street lighting) to facilitate 

evening use.

Consider extending LED 

solar lighting to path from 

Balvicar Street to Victoria 

Road to connect with South 

City Way..

 Provide lighting in locations 

where evening use may be 

encouraged in the future, 

ensuring lit route to exit 

points.

Consider additional lighting 

of pond area should 

boathouse be developed.

Ensure that there are a 

variety of spaces that 

provide opportunities for 

social interaction.

Provide social spaces 

towards entrances of 

Recreation Ground.

Ensure that Recreation 

Ground can continue to 

accommodate events.

Improve quality of popular 

gathering spaces including 

pond area and flagpole.

Ensure that areas of 

managed / mown grass are 

provide opportunities for 

informal gathering and 

meeting in popular locations 

throughout the park.

Encourage the provision 

of facilities that provide 

freely accessible shelter 

and  toilet provision.

Propose reimagined 

boathouse as potential café 

and hub space with 

associated toilets and 

shelter overhang.

Cluster activities close to 

locations where toilet 

provision exists ² even if not 

publicly accessible at 

present. 

Encourage owners of 

existing buildings within / 

adjacent to park could 

provide facilities. (Langside 

Halls, Goals, Bowling Clubs 

etc)

Ensure Hugs and Mugs 

provides toilet facilities.
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Theme - Q̄ueen®s Park and Recreation Ground shall be a dear green place that celebrates the rich and diverse heritage of the park 

and its people.°

.

Ensure  that the key 

aspects of the designed 

landscape are retained 

and restored

Tree planting to restore 

designed landscape and be 

consistent with approach in 

terms of species and 

locations.

Restore ¯lost° existing paths, 

ensuring that original 

detailing is retained / 

emphasised.

Ensure steps, terrace and 

other key elements of 

designed landscape are 

protected, retained and 

restored.

Ensure that railings, gates 

and other traditional 

ironwork are regularly  

painted and repaired. 

Ensure any replacement 

elements are consistent with 

original design.

Ensure that the key 

views in and out of the 

park are protected and 

enhanced.

Selectively remove shrub 

vegetation to edges of 

earthworks path to facilitate 

distant views.

Upgrade / reimagine the 

flagpole space to create a 

high-quality accessible 

landmark.

Ensure any tree planting 

does not impact negatively 

on views from flagpole.

Ensure boundaries are not 

impacted upon by 

encroachment of scrub 

vegetation ( retain character 

of ornamental shrubs to 

Langside Avenue).

Provide opportunities to 

celebrate and interpret the 

historic and cultural heritage 

value of the park

Improve the environmental 

setting of earthworks, path 

network and interpretation.

Provide an entrance feature 

to Recreation Ground that 

celebrates the heritage of 

space in terms of 

development of world 

football.

 Upgrade the flagpole area 

as a culturally significant 

viewpoint, including 

interpretation.

Provide interpretation 

associated with Battle of 

Langside and improve 

relationship between 

monument and park.

Ensure that long 

established, popular 

activities within the park 

continue to flourish.

Encourage that design 

recognises the importance 

of informal recreation and 

maximises space available 

for walking, sitting etc..

Create a high quality, more 

accessible space at flagpole 

as the iconic attraction of 

Queen®s Park.

Improve existing play offer at 

Balvicar and provide a child 

friendly landscape 

associated with pond areas 

and woodland trails beyond.

Upgrade settings and 

access to areas of activity ² 

games courts, bandstand, 

outdoor gyms etc to 

encourage use and 

integration into the park 

landscape.

Provide opportunities for the 

cultural heritage associated 

with park and people to be 

expressed through planting, 

play, interpretation, events 

and arts.

Provide an artwork 

reimagination of formal 

terraces that is reflective of 

cultural heritage.

Provide art space plinths 

within ornamental shrub 

areas to rear of terrace to 

provide opportunities for 

community-based arts 

projects.

Provide opportunities for 

planting to be reflective of 

the diverse communities 

associated with Queen®s 

Park area ² through the 

creation of ¯International 

Avenue° from terrace 

southwards.

Continue to encourage use 

of rose garden and 

surrounding spaces for small 

cultural events.

.
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